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Thank you to all who have welcomed me as Interim Fire Chief with the Santa Barbara City 
Fire Department. As a born and raised Santa Barbara resident, I feel particularly honored to 
assume this role for a few months. Fire Chief Eric Nickel retired with over 32 years of 
service.  During his tenure, he set up a wonderful blueprint for us to follow to help keep the 
community safe. 

 
During my time on the south coast, I have personally witnessed the devastation of many 
wildfires including the Coyote, Sycamore, Paint, Tea, Gap, Jesusita, Sherpa, Whittier and 
Thomas Fires.  Simply, we live in one of the most fire-prone areas in all of the United States. 
Our unique mountain range and weather makes us especially susceptible to major wildfires. 
Your City Fire Department appreciates the support you have given us as we continue to do 
our best to mitigate the threats that our City faces.  As was noted in the last newsletter, this in 
fact may be our ñnew abnormal.ò As of this writing, we appear to be headed into a very dry 
winter, another La Nina. 

 
Your Fire Department is in the final stages of updating your Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan (CWPP). We very much appreciate the community input and support.  We were 
fortunate to secure a grant from CAL FIRE to complete this much-needed update to our Plan.  
As the Plan is finalized, you will receive more information on how we will continue to 
mitigate the ongoing threat of wildfire. 

 
We are fortunate to have strong and supportive leadership from City Administrator Paul 
Casey, Mayor Cathy Murillo, City Council and all City Departments. All of your City 
employees work collaboratively together to ensure that your safety is our top priority. 
Additionally, our County operational area fire partners along with State and Federal fire 
agencies, all play a significant role in keeping this community safe from wild fire. 

 
Please continue to reach out to your Fire Department for guidance. We have an amazing team 
of employees who place your safety as our highest priority. Please make use of our free 
services to reduce your risk of wild fire. Additionally, continue to care for your property by 
creating defensible space, planting or replacing foliage with drought-tolerant landscaping and 
have a plan if wildfire arrives. 

 
We thank you for your continued support of the City of Santa Barbara and its Fire 
Department.  

-Interim Fire Chief, Chris Mailes 

 

Thank you for your support.  

Since 2006 weõve: 

  

Chipped more than  

4500 tons of vegetation through 

our annual chipping program 

  

Cleared 210 miles of roadways 

through our vegetation road 

clearance program 

  

Treated 1 80 acres of flammable 

vegetation through fuels 

management projects 

  

Evaluated over 560 properties 

to assess potential defensible 

 space improvements 

  

  

T H I S  YE A R  I N  T H E  W F S A D 
While 2020 presented many challenges, the Wildland Fire 
Suppression Assessment District (WFSAD) has continued to 
provide its programs and services that reduce the danger 
wildfires pose to the City. In this yearôs newsletter we 
provide information on our Annual Chipping Program, 
Defensible Space, Road Clearance, Vegetation Management, 
and updates on the development of the Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan (CWPP). As we continue these programs 
and services into 2021, we would like to thank all residents 
of the for your continued efforts to maintain their Defensible 
Space and improve wildfire safety in our community.  
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Sheffield/Parmaéééééééé. February 22 

Las Canoaséééééééééé March 8 

Eucalyptus Hilléééééééé.. March 22 

Sycamore Canyon/Las Alturaséé. April 5 

Lower Rivieraéééééééé... April 19 

San Roque/Ontareééééééé. April 26 

Las Tunaséééééééééé.. May 10 

Circle/Westmontééééééé... May 24 

West Mountain/Coyoteééééé. June 1 

Please put your cut vegetation out on roadways no sooner than two weeks and no later than 7am 
the morning your chipping area is scheduled to begin (second passes will not be made). 

 
Please refer to the map of chip areas below. For further detail visit our website at SantaBarbaraCA.gov/WFSAD or call us at (805) 564-5737 

Exotic pest plants that 

will NOT  be chipped  

 include:  
 

Arundo Å All species of ivy Å  

Castor bean Å Fennel Å  

All species of broom Å Ice plant  

Tobacco weed  

Any type of grass Å Tamarisk   

Any kind of Bamboo 

2021 DEFENSIBLE  SPACE CHIPPING  
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CHIPPING  I NSTRUCTIONS  

Chipping services are provided to 
encourage property owners to create 
defensible space and provide a cost 
effective way to dispose of cut 
material.   

    

As part of the Cityôs environmental 
efforts, our goal is to re-use 100% of 
all chipped material. To achieve this 
goal we need your help.  If you can 
use chips on your property please 
contact us at (805) 564-5737. A load 
of chips is approximately 14 cubic 
yards. Partial loads are not available. 

     

The chipping instructions (right) 
outline the specific requirements. 
Vegetation that does not meet these 
requirements will not be chipped and 
will be left on site. The property 
owner will be responsible for the 
legal disposal of any material that 
cannot be chipped.  

�x��Cut vegetation must be stacked by the first day of the 

chipping schedule in your area. 

�x��Cut vegetation should be laid out in a pile along the street 

outside the drivable roadway. 

�x��The cut end of all vegetation must face the street so we can 

easily handle the material. 

�x��Brush should be left in long lengths (4-7 feet). This makes 

it is much easier to chip.  

�x��Cut branches should be no greater than 10 inches in 

diameter.  

�x��Material in plastic bags will not be picked up. 

�x��Twine or string must not be used to tie vegetation. 

�x��Rocks or other debris will not be chipped. 

�x��Long piles OK as long as they are not over 4 feet in height. 

�x��Old dead vegetation that has been lying around for years 

will not be chipped (this type of vegetation damages 

chipper blades). 

�x��Pine needles or other leaf litter cannot be chipped. 

�x��Piles pushed or moved by mechanical means, i.e. tractor, 

will not be chipped. 

�x��Grasses, palm fronds, succulents or agaves will not be 

chipped. 


